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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

AsiaSat 8 on Track for Launch in 1H 2014 

To Orbit at 105.5ºE Offering Multiple Ku Beams over Asia and the Middle East 

  

Hong Kong, 18 October 2013 – Asia Satellite Telecommunications Company Limited 

(AsiaSat), the leading regional satellite operator in Asia, today announced that following good 

progress made in the manufacturing and testing, AsiaSat 8 is targeted for launch in April 2014.  

 

With the successful completion of all the reference performance testing of the spacecraft’s 

payload and bus subsystems, AsiaSat 8 commenced SCTV (Spacecraft Thermal Vacuum) 

testing which is expected to be completed in November. SCTV testing is a major program 

milestone that validates a spacecraft’s performance in a simulated space vacuum environment 

and extreme temperatures. 

AsiaSat 8 will be co-located with AsiaSat 3S/AsiaSat 7 at the orbital location of 105.5ºE, a slot 

where AsiaSat has established networks providing service to the Asia-Pacific region since 1990. 

AsiaSat 8 will be launched by the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral in Florida, 

USA.  

“We are pleased to have achieved significant progress for our AsiaSat 8 program.  AsiaSat 8 
will bring new Ku-band capacity to AsiaSat 3S/AsiaSat 7’s orbital location of 105.5ºE, an 
established AsiaSat slot for DTH, data broadcasting and telecommunications services. This new 
satellite will help meet the increasing demand for quality capacity from high growth markets in 

Asia and the Middle East,” said William Wade, President and Chief Executive Officer of AsiaSat. 

AsiaSat 8, a Space Systems/Loral (SSL) 1300 satellite, will have four Ku-band beams and one 

Ka-band beam. AsiaSat 8’s high-powered Ku-band coverage will be serving China, India, the 

Middle East and South East Asia. The satellite is equipped with inter-beam switching to meet 

specific customer requirements. With its Ku-band TWTAs at 210 watts, the most powerful 

amplifiers ever launched in Asia, AsiaSat 8 will offer the highest downlink EIRP in the region.  

 

# # # 

 
 
About AsiaSat 
AsiaSat, the leading regional satellite operator in Asia, serves over two-thirds of the world's population 
with its four satellites, AsiaSat 3S at 105.5ºE, AsiaSat 4 at 122ºE, AsiaSat 5 at 100.5ºE and AsiaSat 7. 
The AsiaSat satellite fleet provides services to both the broadcast and telecommunications industries. 
Over 450 television and radio channels are now delivered by the company's satellites offering access to 
over 710 million TV households across the Asia-Pacific region. AsiaSat also provides telecommunications 
operators and end users services such as voice networks, private VSAT networks and broadband 
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multimedia. AsiaSat’s latest satellites, AsiaSat 6 and AsiaSat 8, are planned to be launched in the first 
half of 2014. It is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Asia Satellite Telecommunications Holdings Limited, a 
company listed on The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited (Stock Code: 1135). For more information, 
please visit www.asiasat.com.  
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